
Auditions for  

Shakuntala 
By Kalidasa 

Directed by Snehal Desai 
Shakuntala will be presented November 3rd  – November 7th, 2015  

in the Forbes Center Mainstage Theatre. 
 

“Would'st thou the Earth and Heaven itself in one sole name combine?   

I name thee, O Shakuntala! and all at once is said.”  (Goethe) 

Considered to be the supreme Sanskrit drama, Shakuntala is an epic story of love and redemption.  While on a 

hunting trip, King Dushyanta encounters the devout Shakuntala. The pair immediately fall in love only to be cruelly 

cursed and separated.  Thus begins a sweeping romance that travels from the forest to royal palaces, into the belly of 

fishes and thru celestial realms.  As the faithfulness of these two lovers for each other is tested, they must choose 

between their love for each other and their societal duties and obligations. Shakuntala is a heartbreaking, dazzling 

poetic masterpiece by one of India’s greatest playwrights, Kalidasa. 
 

Characters include:

King Dushyanta 

Bharata (his son) 
Madhavya (a clown, his companion) 

His Charioteer 

Raivataka (a door-keeper) 
Bhadrasena (a general) 

Karabhaka (a servant) 

Parvatayana (a chamberlain) 
Somarata (a chaplain) 

Kanva (hermit father) 

Sharngarava, Sharadvata, Harita  
 (his pupils) 

Durvasa (an isacible sage) 

The chief of police 
Suchaka, Januka (policemen) 

A fisherman 

Shakuntala (foster child of Kanva) 
Anusuya, Priyamvada (her friends) 

Gautami (hermit mother) 

Kashyapa (father of the gods) 
Aditi (mother of the gods) 

Matali (charioteer of heaven’s king) 

Mishrakeshi (a heavenly nymph) 
 

Ensemble: stage director and actress, 

hermits, and hermit-women, two 
court poets, and palace attendants.  

 

Auditions will be held in the Forbes Center: 

Actor/Dancer: Room 1220 on Thursday, September 3rd, from 8:00-10:00 PM  

Actor/Dancer: Room 1211 on Friday, September 4th from 5:00-9:00 PM  

Dancer only: Room 2240 on Saturday, September 5th from 1:00-3:00 

Callbacks will begin at 3:30 PM on Saturday, September 5th in Room 2240 

 

Audition procedures: 
PLEASE NOTE:  There are two ways to audition, one for Actor/Dancers and the other for Dancers only. 
   

1.  Actor/Dancer:  The first and most preferred audition is the acting/dancing audition, in which you prepare  

monologues; see below.  Actors who are called back will then have dance included in the call-back.   
 

What to prepare: 

Prepare a package (memorized) that is less than 3 minutes in length that includes two contrasting monologues:  

1. A contemporary monologue  

2. A classical verse monologue (i.e., Shakespeare, Moliere, Fletcher, Johnson, Goethe, or something 

from the Arthur Ryder or W.J. Johnson translations of Shakuntala.)  

PLEASE NOTE:  The monologues should be contrasting – so if the contemporary monologue is serious in tone 

the verse monologue should be comedic and vice versa.  Through these two monologues we want to see your 

range as an actor. 
 

2.  Dancer only:  Students with little or no acting experience but who have dance experience are welcome to 

audition without having to prepare monologues.  Students who sign up for the Dancer only audition time on Saturday will 
be taught a combination to demonstrate dance skills and then will be asked to read a couple pieces (unmemorized) that 

will be given to you.  We are particularly looking for students with experience in classical Indian or other Southasian 

dance forms, but any students with dance experience are welcome to audition. 
 
To sign up for an audition slot, look for the Shaktunala Audition Sign-Up Sheet on the call board outside the Theatre and 

Dance offices in the Forbes Center.  Actor/Dancers should sign up for a time slot and plan to arrive at least 15 minutes 

prior to your slot to fill out an audition form.  Dancer only auditionees will all start the dance call at 1:00 PM on 
Saturday, September 5th in Room 2240 of the Forbes Center  

 

Please bring a resume and headshot if you have them, and be prepared to fill out an audition form listing all 

conflicts between auditions and the performance dates.  If you do not have a headshot, it is likely that we will 

take your picture immediately prior to or following auditions. 
 

Familiarity with the script is helpful, particularly for the callbacks.  Scripts can be checked out for 4 hour blocks 

of time in the Theatre and Dance Office.   

 
If you have any questions, contact Laura West (westla@dukes.jmu.edu) or Terry Dean (dean3ta@jmu.edu)  
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